I do not wish to speak of criminal abortion, for that, as you are aware, is an extremelyfrequent occurrence in the tropics, all manner of means and method being used by that confirmed optimist, woman, in her endeavour to relieve herself; but rather this morning to discuss the subject of habitual abortion, which as you know is a constant source of chagrin to both doctor and patient. Oft-times the cause is easy to discover for you will remember the old mnemonic " T. U. T. 0." which stands for
(1) toxaemia, (2) conditions of the uterus, (3) trauma, and (4) conditions of the ovary, including endocrine dysfunction, but there is another class of case which repeatedly will defeat you. I refer to those women apparently [Feb., 1931. perfectly healthy and with normal serum [Feb., 1931. could be dealt with at the same operation, provided the general health and blood urea of the patient permitted it. The operation is not difficult and has been performed by me on four women, two of whom have survived, the two deaths being from uraemia at a later date and not from any surgical fault.
It would seem therefore that Colonel Fraser is correct in his estimation of the fact that the average Indian patient is unable to tolerate that degree of surface tension in the kidney which is readily tolerated by the European.
Gray Turner had four deaths in 19 cases, whereas Thompson Walker had 9 consecutive cases without mortality.
The operation as performed by me will be described and illustrated at a later date.
